
Understanding 
the Coronavirus 
Epidemic 



A few facts
1. The Coronavirus is a kind of virus. It is named 

after it’s Corona which means crown in Latin.

2. These viruses originated from animals and are 
then passed to people. They are called zoonotic.

3. Coronavirus causes illness like common cold but 
also more severe diseases. This year, one of these 
viruses is causing a disease called COVID-19.

4. Some years ago, one different coronavirus caused 
the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS).

5. The New Coronavirus was first found in Wuhan, 
China. It is spreading throughout the world. 

6. It is a respiratory disease that spreads from 
person to person.



Tracking the 
disease

To track the disease in 
real time, please check 
here

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4fdc0d03d3a34aa485de1fb0d2650ee0


• There are three parameters to understand in order to assess the magnitude of 
the risk posed by an organism

• Transmission Rate (Ro) - It measures how rapidly the disease spreads. The 
reproductive number Ro (R-nought or r-zero) represents the average number of 
people to which a single infected person will transmit the virus.

• Case Fatality Rate (CFR) - percent of cases that result in death
• Whether asymptomatic transmission is possible, that is can a person pass the 

disease during the incubation period (how long it takes for symptoms to appear)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_East_respiratory_syndrome
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


What information do we have 

• Scientists use existing data and mathematical 
models to estimate (with statistical tools) the 
important numbers we need

• Ro is estimated to lie between 1.4 and 3.5 
depending on the samples used. For comparison, 
the seasonal flu’s Ro is 1.3

• The fatality rate is estimated to be around 2-3%

• The incubation period ranges from 2 to 14 days and 
the virus can be transmitted during that time



1. Stay home 

2. Always wash your hands with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds.

3. Sneeze into your elbows.

4. Avoid touching your face.
5. Clean and disinfect objects that you 

touch.
6. Check the World Health Organization 

website and take this online course
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https://openwho.org/courses/introduction-to-ncov
https://health-innovations.org/2014/07/22/researchers-detect-and-confirm-mers-cov-genetic-material-in-the-air/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/

